
A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS by Andrew Roberts 
 
 Apartment living is a unique experience and one in which many of us can relate. 
The walls are kind of thin and neighbors can get loud. Someone is always driving in or 
driving out of the parking area throughout the night. There are security lights outside the 
windows and it never gets truly dark. 
 
 It can be hard to sleep when it never gets truly dark! Lying frustrated in bed you 
close the blinds but the light shines through. You turn away from the window but you see 
light cast across the wall. You close your eyes tight and bury your head in the pillow. 
Finally, it is dark. My how annoying the light can be when we would prefer darkness! 
 
 There are some spiritual lessons to be made from this observation. In the Bible, 
sin is often referred to as darkness, blackness or blindness. Sin is the absence of light. It is 
evil in the absence of goodness. The picture is one that says those who are caught up in 
sin are lost and left feeling around in the dark for direction. But Jesus Christ was sent to 
this world to be light for those lost in the dark. “In Him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it” 
(John 1:4-5). 
 
 Jesus Christ came to save the world. But a savior can be frustrating, annoying, 
awkward and offensive when we have no desire to be saved. Many live in the darkness of 
sin and are quite content to remain there. For them, for now, life is easy, money is good, 
work is steady…why would they need to be saved? What do they need to be saved from? 
Yet this complete rejection of Christ and glorification of spiritual ignorance only 
pronounces judgment upon those who would prefer the sin, prefer the darkness. “And this 
is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than 
the light; for their deeds were evil. For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does 
not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed” (John 3:19-20). 
 
 Not only is Jesus the light for a world wrapped in darkness, but He sends His 
followers, Christians, to take His light into the world. “Nor do men light a lamp and put 
it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:15-16). The purpose of the light is to point others back to 
God. They see Christians’ good works and they glorify the God which motivated and 
commanded such good works. 
 
 But some will still be annoyed by the presence of light when they would prefer 
the darkness. Some are disgusted with Christians, saying, “You think you’re better than 
me” or “You think you’re the only person going to heaven.” Often times it simply boils 
down that they prefer the darkness and a Christian example is too bright. Shall we be 
discouraged or hide the Light of our lives? 
 



 Certainly not! For as some are quite content to remain in the darkness, hating the 
exposing power of the light of Jesus, others are desperately seeking for it. They have 
broken hearts and broken homes. Their souls are sick with sin and they are frustrated with 
the mess they’ve made of their lives. Simply put, they need light and they need it now. 
 
 Will the light shine in you this week? 
 
 
 
 


