
 

 

BUT WHAT’S ACCOMPLISHED?  LUKE 9 
 
 Last issue we discussed the limited commission that Jesus gave His apostles, 
beginning with Luke chapter 9, but recorded also in Matthew and Mark.  We talked about 
what was required of them to do that job.  Often we speak of a job to be done and what is 
needed to accomplish the effort, but in this case we are also told a little about their 
successful mission.  Such information is important because it gives us insight into what 
we can also accomplish when we are busy with the Lord’s work. 
 
 The first thing I notice is that in Luke 9:2, when Jesus sent them out to preach and 
heal, v. 6 says that is exactly what they did.  In other words, when Jesus wanted them to 
do something He enabled them to do it.  The Lord God never expects of us what we 
cannot give.  In speaking of the contribution in 2 Corinthians 8:12, the Spirit points out 
clearly that one’s giving is judged acceptable according to what a person has, not 
according to what he does not have. This means that if Jesus desires something of us, it is 
certainly possible for us to do it.  No excuse will suffice, because either it is in our power 
to do or He will get involved and help us, enabling us to do as He wishes. 
 
 The second point I note comes from Mark 6:30.  Jesus sent them out to teach and 
do and when they returned,  
 
sure enough, they had been doing and teaching.  An exemplary life is certainly needful 
and even commanded (Matthew 5:16), but example alone just won’t get the job done.  
We must, at some time or another, in one way or another, open our mouths and try to 
persuade someone else to come and share salvation with us in Christ Jesus.  It is a well-
acknowledged fact that teachers always learn more than their students.  Whether we are 
successful or not in reaching out to others we will be benefited by the effort.  I can’t help 
but think that at this time, this effort of the disciples was as much for their own maturing 
as it was to help out the Lord. 
 
 My third point is seen in Mark 6:31.  The disciples had earned a rest.  Our 
society is crazy for rest and relaxation.  We focus on free time and recreation.  Retirement 
is the single most important goal in the life of many people.  Our Master is not opposed 
to rest and relaxation, He just asks that we wait until the work is done.  Too many find 
time to sit down spiritually and become uninvolved.  “I’ve done my share” is their stated 
attitude.  “Are you still breathing?” is my question.  If so, then it is not time to rest.  Look 
around.  Jobs need doing and good folk need help doing them.  Spirituality is not a 
spectator sport and Jesus’ disciples earned the rest they received by their efforts. 
 The last thing I notice about this occasion I see in Luke 9:10-11, after all the 
healing and preaching, as they were all trying to rest and recover, Jesus just kept 
on...healing and preaching.  All the good work they could do did not satisfy the need.  
Do not look for Satan to be whipped while this earth stands.  Don’t expect heartache, or 
backsliding, or sinful hurt to ever stop.  Just as soon as one is healed of sin – another 
from the multitude will take their place.  What does this mean?  It means don’t expect the 
demands of the Lord to let up.  Don’t expect the work in this local area and in the world 
to slack off.  Don’t expect planning to stop, the exhorting to slack off, or refunds on your 
contribution.  All we can do will not satisfy the need.  That’s ok.  It’s not our 
responsibility to satisfy the need.  It is our responsibility to put forth our best effort – with 
all our heart, soul, mind and strength. 



 

 

 
 Jesus has given us a commission.  He enables us to do it and we ourselves 
actually profit from the doing of it.  There’s a rest out ahead for the faithful, but that rest 
is for the workers who put their best efforts into meeting the needs of men with gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 
 


