
Keys to Successful Christianity 

Being able to pick oneself up after failure and continue on toward the goal is a mark of a 
successful person! After taking responsibility for his actions, a successful person will do his best 
to turn the negative experience into an important lesson—so not to do it again in the future. A 
successful person will not drag things out and wallow in self pity. He doesn’t have time to do 
that—because he realizes how important it is to reach his goal. This is practical information—
both in the physical and spiritual realm. 

Examples of people progressing toward the goal of heaven despite setbacks are Paul, Peter, and 
John Mark. They picked themselves up and continued to work in the Lord’s kingdom. Paul and 
Peter’s stories are probably well known by our 
readers. What happened to John Mark? 

John Mark is first mentioned in Acts 12:12. Here, he 
is at his mother’s home praying with other 
Christians for Peter’s release from prison. He is 
mentioned in verse 25 as he traveled with Barnabas 
and Saul to Jerusalem. He also accompanied them 
on Paul’s first missionary journey—traveling to 
Seleucia; Cyprus; Salamis; Paphos; and Perga. In Acts 
13:13 we find that John left them and returned to 
Jerusalem. Why? We are not told for sure. Some 
speculate that John Mark lost courage as they 
moved farther into “heathen” lands—away from any 
kind of Jewish influence. Others say that he went to 
visit his mother or to be closer to Peter—with 
whom it is said he was very close. Whatever the 
reason—it was at the great disappointment of 
Paul—who refused to take him with Barnabas on 
their 2nd missionary journey. 
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Acts 15:38 says, But Paul kept insisting that they should not take him along who had deserted them in 
Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. In the next verse we find that a sharp 
contention came between Paul and Barnabas in this matter—so sharp that they parted ways. 
Who was right? Who was wrong? First, from the comments in 15:39 it becomes clear to this 
writer that John Mark must have tired of the work or became scared of the dangers that lurked 
ahead. He was wrong for this. Paul concluded that since he departed the first time—that he 
might be inclined to do it again. One can see his point—especially when considering Prov. 
25:19. But, one can see Barnabas’ position—arguing on behalf of John Mark. I imagine he argued 
that one failure was not enough to ban him from going with them again. Barnabas felt that his 
nephew deserved a second chance. We might conclude that John Mark was a young Christian 
on the first journey, had now matured, and was ready to “prove himself.” 



We can only wonder about John Mark’s reaction to the disagreement between Barnabas and 
Paul. Did he use it as an excuse to harbor ill will toward Paul? Did he continue to wallow in 
self-pity? Did he make excuses for his early departure on the first journey? Did he let his 
spiritual failure stunt his Christian growth? I believe the answer in all of these areas is a 
resounding “No!” This is proven by Paul’s comments concerning him in Colossians and 1 
Timothy. 

These writings tell us John Mark continued on—serving the Lord, preaching the gospel! Instead 
of possessing hard feelings against Paul—he worked to restore the apostle’s confidence in him. 
Paul speaks very highly of John Mark in Col. 4:10-11 saying that he (has) proved to be an 

encouragement to me. In 1 Timothy 4:11 Paul said Pick up Mark and bring him 
with you, for he is useful to me for service. Wow! Wouldn’t it be 

great to have an apostle say this about you? What a 
compliment! 

What should we take away from this? When you find 
yourself down spiritually—maybe you’ve just failed 
miserably—take responsibility for your actions—ask for 
forgiveness—and move on! Do your best to turn the 
negative experience into a positive by learning from it. 
Lessons learned are not always pleasant! Follow Paul’s 
example in Philippians 3:13-14: forgetting what lies behind 
and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
Don’t let anything take your eyes off the goal of getting 
home to heaven! Don’t stop! Don’t give up! Don’t wallow 

in self pity or make excuses! I believe, if handled correctly, our mistakes can 
serve as stepping stones to greater and far more effective service for the Lord. You and I can 
excel in our Christianity—despite the setbacks! While we are not perfect, we can constantly 
improve! We are being refined—so we may bring praise and honor to Jesus! (1 Peter 1:3-7) Set 
your mind today to do your best for the Lord—no matter what! He will help you succeed! 
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